440              Live-Stock and Poultry Diseases
tion of feeding and drinking utensils and the regular change of litter.
It does not pay to treat one or two sick birds. There are no specific cures for any of the common poultry diseases and the flock owner is advised to kill a sick bird and take no chances of the spread of the disease. It is useless to smear vaseline, turpentine, or kerosene about the head of a bird whose eyes are swollen shut with roup. The bird probably will not be profitable even though it finally recovers. Whenever treatment is attempted, the sick birds should be removed to other quarters.
Except in cases such as roup it is usually impossible to ascertain the particular disease affecting the bird unless a careful post-mortem examination is made. Sick birds are usually described as "droopy." This means that the bird appears ill and nothing more. When chickens die, one should open a few and compare notes with a good bulletin or some other description of the disease suspected. Always open a bird before it has had time to decompose. In warm summer weather the carcass spoils rapidly and may obscure whatever changes are present. Lay the bird on its back on a box, barrel, or kitchen table. With a sharp knife, disjoint the legs on either side and break them outward. Slip the tip of the knife under the skin at the point of the keel bone, sever, and turn it backward. Cut around the edge of the breast and after cutting through the bone, break it back toward the head. The bird is now opened and in position for examination. First, examine the liver for tuberculosis and then turn it over and look at the spleen. This organ is round, marble-shaped, and dark red in color. In tuberculosis it is often increased in size and may contain the typical tuberculous nodules or lumps as seen on the liver. Remove the intestines and scan the outer surface for nodules or wart-like growths of tuberculosis. This finished, open the bowel throughout its entire length with a pair of sharp scissors. This will show whether worms are the cause of the trouble. While on the intestines it might be well to